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The French were still reported to be at Castlebar. On the 3rd we moved to Hollymount; Colonel Crauford joined. His report was that the enemy were collected at Castlebar. Their picquets were not beyond a mile from the town; it was taken for granted that they meant to stand. About 5 P.M. I was sent for by Lord Cornwallis. He had just received a report that the French and rebels had marched from Castle-bar that morning at 4 A.M. towards Swineford. As no person has followed them long enough to observe whether their route was towards Killala, Sligo, or the Shannon, patrols of cavalry were sent and persons employed to get upon their traces and bring certain intelligence. Lieutenant-Colonel Crauford was directed to proceed instantly with a detachment of dragoons to Castlebar, and from thence to follow the enemy. Information of the movements of the enemy was sent to General Lake at French Park, with orders to follow and harass, but not to risk an action.
Lord Cornwallis determined to move himself with the troops immediately under his command to Ballyhaunis. This was contrary to the opinion of the different Generals present, who would have preferred a line more northward and more directly towards the enemy; but Lord Cornwallis said he was afraid of their turning his right flank, crossing the Shannon before him, and making for Dublin through the counties of Longford and Leitrim, which were much suspected of disaffection and of preparing to rise. If the enemy meant Killala, a march or two ahead was of little importance ; if Sligo and the north, it would not be of much; but if the Shannon, it was of the greatest. We marched at daylight on the morning of the 5th to Ballyhaunis. On our arrival information was brought that the French were marching on Sligo, that General Lake had followed them, and was at Balahie intending to keep close in their rear. Lord Cornwallis saw that by no movement of either General Lake or his could Sligo be saved if that was the object of the enemy. He determined, therefore, to detach me with part of my corps to support General Lake, whilst he moved to French Park and Carrick-on-Shannon. I had proposed